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Galleria Continua is pleased to host
a new solo exhibition by Moataz Nasr
in San Gimignano. Tectonic Shift,
Spostamento Tettonic, is the title of
the exhibition by the Egyptian artist
and it involves both iconic works and
new productions.

Moataz Nasr explores traditions and new
globalisms, questioning the geopolitical
and economic development in Africa and
the rest of the contemporary world. For
Nasr, artistic practice is a tool and
language that embraces art, sociology,
Sufism and history, with the aim of
encouraging dialogue by overcoming
geographical boundaries. With his work,
he brings together different languages
to explore the contradictions of
globalization, the connections between
past and present, the ways in which
the choices of politics and economics
impact on people; but in his work there
is also space for the mood of the
individual, starting with the sense of
powerlessness in the face of the great
changes that the world is experiencing
today.

Inspired Dby the theory of plate
tectonics, the backbone of the
exhibition revolves around the idea of
change. Moataz Nasr reflects on how the
world 1is 1in constant transformation,
how everything - the entire universe
but also each individual - is subjected
to an inevitable evolution. Change 1is
an effective part of life and manifests
itself in both sudden and obvious
events and through more subtle temporal
passages. “The surface of the Earth, or
the earth’s crust, started moving about
three billion years ago and since then,
has never stopped. Long before Earth
was identified as the Blue Planet, it was

just a red-hot body of rock, inhospitable
to any life form. The evolution of our
planet has created what we could define
as the greatest puzzle in history:
large blocks of the earth’s crust, the
plates, began to move, to collide with
each other, forming huge depressions or
very high mountains. We are now aware,
even 1f we often tend to forget it, that
the surface of the Earth - on which we
rest our feet, our life - will never
stop changing. The erosive phenomena,
the deposition of atmospheric agents and
tectonic shifts are destined to occur,
they are inevitable and uncontrollable.
We humans are no different from the
planet we inhabit. From the moment we
take our first breath, the first cry out
of the womb, our inner puzzle begins
to form. Everything around us requires
that we become part of it, even when
we choose not to. To experience what
is external to wus, we automatically
succumb by becoming part of something
else, consciously or not. Looking around
us, how can we stay on the sidelines?
Conflicts, famines, injustices cannot be
neglected or ignored: one cannot pretend
not to be affected by them. The world
is constantly disturbing us internally,
regardless of our desire to detach. It is
impossible - no one has ever succeeded -
to find a way to make it stop ‘spinning’,
to change its direction. Everything that
happens around us causes each individual
to be pushed from one side to the other,
like a tectonic plate; which, throughout
a course of events, changes until it
disappears”, states Moataz Nasr.
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